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This interim report covers the data acquired to date since the start of the project in 

August 2009 and as a result is not a fully publishable report at present. It is 

anticipated that when trenches 2, 3 and 4 are fully closed down in June / July 2010 a 

complete report for the period to date will be published. 

52 bones and bone fragments were removed from a total of 19 contexts. The 

majority of the bones consisted of small unidentifiable pieces; however distinct 

butchery marks were visible on 30.8% of the total assemblage recovered. The 

majority of bones identifiable came from; sheep / goats or cows (Table 1). 

As the bone assemblage is largely unidentifiable it does not provide the evidence to 

make any substantive judgements at present however, we are able to make a 

number of educated guesses.  23% of the bones are identified as either sheep or 

goat, however an assumption could be made that the rest of the bones from context 

[1000] are either sheep or goat and belong to the same animal.  Context [4602] 

contains 36.5% of the bone assemblage and again it could be presumed that the 

bones came from just one animal. 

Branigan and Miles (undated) have suggested that only 10% of Roman urban sites 

have more than 30% of sheep / goat bones and therefore contributes to the current 

theory that our site is on the edge of an urban centre rather than an agricultural 

estate (Walshe 2009). However the lack of cattle bones does not, at present support 

the theory that tanning was taking place on a large scale here. The startling 

difference between this site and the work at Lymphe Field is that no Deer bones 

have yet been found though the two sites are separated by no more than 500 

metres. 

At present, any assumptions are only an educated guess and further bone 

assemblages need to be recovered to add to the existing knowledge of this site, its 

past use and landscape during the Romano-British period. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



  Animal Type Bone Type Age Butchered Context 

1 Sheep molar young adult N/A 1000 

2 Sheep Femur fragment Unknown yes 1000 

3 Sheep? unknown Unknown yes 1000 

4 Unknown Unknown unknown yes 1000 

5 Unknown unknown unknown N/A 1000 

6 Sheep? Pelvis (part) Unknown N/A 1000 

7 unknown (cow) Femur fragment unknown yes 4600 

8 unknown unknown unknown yes 4602 

9 unknown vertebrae (part) unknown N/A 4602 

10 unknown unknown unknown N/A 4602 

11 unknown scapula (part) Unknown yes 4602 

12 unknown unknown Unknown yes 4602 

13 unknown tibia (part) Unknown yes 4602 

14 unknown unknown Unknown yes 4602 

15 unknown unknown Unknown N/A 4602 

16 Sheep / Goat Molar Adult N/A 4602 

17 Sheep / Goat metacarpal Unknown N/A 4602 

18 unknown scapula (part) Unknown yes 4602 

19 Sheep / Goat Femur fragment Unknown yes 4602 

20 Sheep / Goat molar adult N/A 4602 

21 unknown unknown Unknown yes 4602 

22 unknown unknown Unknown yes 4602 

23 unknown unknown Unknown N/A 4602 

24 unknown unknown Unknown N/A 4602 

25 unknown unknown Unknown N/A 4602 

26 unknown molar fragment Unknown N/A 4602 

27 unknown metatarsal Unknown N/A 4603 

28 Sheep / Goat mandible Adult yes 4603 

29 Sheep / Goat molar Adult N/A 4603 

30 unknown unknown Unknown N/A 4603 

31 unknown unknown Unknown N/A 4700 

32 unknown unknown Unknown N/A 5000 

33 Sheep / Goat molar Adult N/A 5000 

34 small mammal scapula (part) Unknown N/A 5001 

35 unknown unknown Unknown N/A 5001 

36 unknown unknown Unknown N/A 5005 

37 unknown unknown Unknown N/A 5100 

38 unknown scapula (part) Unknown yes 5102 

39 unknown unknown Unknown N/A 5102 

40 unknown unknown Unknown N/A 5103 

41 cow vertebrae  Unknown N/A 5104 
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  Animal Type Bone Type Age Butchered Context 

42 unknown unknown Unknown N/A 5105 

43 unknown unknown Unknown N/A 5105 

44 cow rear metapodial  Unknown yes 5105 

45 unknown unknown Unknown N/A 5202 

46 cow molar 
young 
adult N/A 5203 

47 unknown unknown Unknown N/A 5207 

48 small mammal vertebrae  Unknown N/A 5207 

49 unknown unknown Unknown N/A 5207 

50 Unknown (sheep?) molar fragments Unknown N/A 5207 

51 unknown unknown Unknown N/A 5208 

52 unknown unknown Unknown N/A 5211 


